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This 3D model preserves the deep foregut organs: the descending, horizontal and ascending duodenum, the
pancreas, and the spleen. A small window in the duodenum has been opened to allow for a view of the plicae
circularis within this proximal part of the small intestine (and contrasts the strong rugae development seen in the
stomach; see AW 42). The head of the pancreas is preserved in its normal position within the curvature of the
duodenum, and a distinct uncus can be observed at the distal margin and adjacent to the exiting of the superior
mesenteric artery (already divided into its numerous named branches). Along the superior margin of the body of the
pancreas, the celiac trunk has been sectioned from the descending abdominal aorta. The complete splenic artery can
be observed on its tortuous route from origin to the spleen, as well as the bases of the left gastric artery and
common hepatic artery. Immediately adjacent to the celiac trunk is a small part of the splenic vein, which emerges
from within the capsule of the pancreas, and is in part visible in along its route near the splenic artery. A small
portion of the superior mesenteric vein adheres to the posterior aspect of the pancreas, representing the course of
the vessel before it would normally join the splenic and form the hepatic portal vein. The tail of the pancreas is
invested in the capsule of the spleen, and obscures any branching of the splenic artery prior to entering the organ
(as seen on our other spleen models in A8 and AW 34, which provides further information on the anatomy and spatial
associations of this organ).
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